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Your 1961 Comet...

B COoOMPpact

The only compact with fine-car styling, big-car ride. and small-car
handling. It has clean, beautifully proportioned lines, superb riding com-
fort, full family-size spaciousness and responsive, economical power. It is
the car which has been built to give you mile after mile of dependable
driving pleasure.

We would like to help you maintain these appearance and performance
gualities. Our Comet Dealer REGISTERED MECHANICS are special-
ists in Comet service. They are factory-trained to know the product, and
they are equipped with the tools and genuine parts which are needed
to do the job as it should be done — quickly, correctly, and economically.

Your Comet Dealer would like you to be one of his satisfied service
custiomers.

A recommended maintenance schedule is published on pagea 28
and 29 in this booklet. We encourage vou to follow this schedule.

Il you have any questions about the location and operation of the
various controls, vou'll find the answers on the following pages:

Rave Locks, SNl Hanaes . ..vvvvmmmmmim iy sy 2
Starting and Driving With a Standard Transmission ...... 4
Starting and Driving With a Comet Drive Transmission ... 6
Controls, Instruments, and Lighting .............. Rt | -
Special Appointments and Accessories ........... e
Ventilation and Heating .........ooii v Nasibaee X8
Station Wagon ............... T — 20
General Care and Maintenance .............0c0cvuinisos 22
Maintenance Schedule .................. B s
Lalsrication Guides: .o s s s siE gl Bl it TRNOA
B R NI e s e i e o b R o 30

The information and specifications included in this publication were in
effect at the time of approval for printing. Lincoln-Mercury Division of
Ford Motor Company, Dearborn, Michigan, reserves the right. however,
to discontinue or change specifications or design at any time without
notice and without ineurring any obligation whatsoever.

Copyright 1980 Ford Motor Company, Dearbarn, Michigan



AND HANDLES

KEYS

The key with a narrow head op-
erates the car door locks and the
ignition switch. The key with a wide
head operates the luggage compart-
ment lock. It also operates the tail
gate lock on Station Wagons.

dle; insert the key with a narrow head
and turn it toward the rear of the car.
To lock either front door from the
outside, turn the key toward the front
of the car,
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To unlock the luggage compartment,
insert the key with a wide head into
the lock and turn it 1§ turn to the left.
The counterbalanced lid will thus be
réleased and raise up, When the lid is
closed, it locks automatically.

3 i IGMNITIOMN SWITCH
Identification numbers are atnmpeda

on separate metal tags attached to
each set of keys. Keep a record of
the key numbers so that your Dealer
can be of assistance in replacing a loat
or misplaced key.

. INSIDE DOOR LOCKS

To lock either door from the inside
push the door lock plunger down. The
plunger is located on the top surface
of the door interior trim panel. Front
doors may be unlocked from the
inside by pulling the door lock plunger
upward or by merely opening the
door with the inside door handle, The
rear door locks may be unlocked only
by pulling the lock plungers up.

The rear doors may also be locked by
depressing the lock plunger while the
door is open, then shutting the door,

@ oursioe poor Locks

To unlock either front door from
the outside, raise the lock dust shield
which is located below the door han-

There are four positions in the igni-
tion switch:
o “ACC" —Left.
All electrically powered equip-
ment may be operated without
starting the engine when the key
is turned to the “ACC" or left
position.
« “"OFF"—Center,
« “ON"—Right.
» "START" —Fully Right.
The key must be held in the
“START" position until the engine
starts. Then, when the key is released,
it will return automatically to the
"ON" position,
NOTE: On cars with a Comet Drive
transmission, the transmission selec-
tor lever must be placed in either
the “N", neutral or “P", park posi-
tion before the engine can be started.
With a standard transmission, de-
press the clutch pedal and place the
shift lever in neutral position.

For detailed instructions regarding
the use of transmission selector
levers, refer to the section under
"STARTING AND DRIVING™






STARTING AND DRNINB:'-_ <y
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Driving a Comet equipped with a
standard transmission requires co-
ordinated use of the lool-operated
clutch pedal and hand-operated shift
lever on the steering column. The
shift lever pattern is the familiar
"H" which provides three forward
speeds. neutral. and reverse.

. STARTING THE ENGINE

Depress the cluteh pedal and place
the gearshift lever in neutral before
turning the ignition switch to the
"START" position.

The carburetor is equipped with an
automatic choke. If the engine is
cold, depress the accelerator to the
floor and release it. This actuates the
choke. If the engine is warm, depress
the accelerator about ' stroke and
hold it in this position while starting
the engine. In either case. to avoid
“flooding" the engine, do not “pump”
th-ll' HMIE{IWI}

.Tum the ignition key to the

“START" position. then, release the
key when the engine staris.

Te Go Forwoard — Depress the cluteh
pedal. move the selector lever toward
the steering wheel and downward.
Release the cluteh pedal slowly while
accelerating alightly so that your car
begins to move forward slowly with-
out “jumping” or stalling.

Depress the clutch pedal and move
the selector lever to second gear as
the car gains driving speed, then,
in the same manner, shift to third or
“high” gear for normal driving speed,

If the engine should begin to “labor”
at low speeds, such as those en-
countered when driving in slow traflic
or climbing hills, depress the clutch
and shift to second gear to keep your
car moving smoothly. When descend-
ing steep hills, it may also be neces-
sary to shift to a lower gear so that
yvour engine will help act as a
“brake” to maintain a safe speed.

When stopping, depress the clutch
pedal just before a full stop to avoid
stalling.

To Back-Up — With the car stopped,
depress the clutch pedal and move
the transmission lever to the reverse
position.

TO START A "FLOODED
ENGINE

Press the accelerator pedal to the
floor and hold it there. (This action
allows a large volume of air to mix
with the accumulated gasoline.) Hold
the ignition key in the “START"
position until the engine starts: then,
release the accelerator pedal. After
the engine has run at idle speed for
a few moments, it should clear the
condition.

TO START THE ENGINE BY
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Depress the clutch pedal, move the
shift lever to high gear and turn the
ignition switch to “ON". When your
car speed reaches 5 mph, slowly re-
lease the clutch pedal while depress-
ing the accelerator about half-way.
Hold the pedal in this position until
the engine starts and your car be-
gins moving under its own power,

ROLKING rHE CAR

If your car is stuck on a low traction
surface, you may be able to free it
with a minute or two of “rocking.”
Moving the shift lever back and forth
between low and reverse under light
acceleration with the necessary dis-
engagement of the clutch between
each shift may create the momen-
tum needed to move the car onio a
more suitable driving surface.

TOWING

Place the gear shift lever in neutral.
Be sure that the parking brake is
released,

See page 8 for additional informa-
tion regarding the recommendations
for towing vour car.

THE CAR






STARTING AND DRIVING
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The shift selector mounted on the When driving in mud, sand or deep
steering column just ahead of the snow, or when engine braking action
steering wheel indicates five posi- is desired on steep hills, manually
tions—"P" park, “R" reverse, "N" shift the transmission into “L" low
neutral, “D" drive and “L” low. gear by pulling the selector lever
Diriving ranges, either reverse or for- towards the steering wheel and down-
ward, are chosen by merely moving ward. There will b¢ noe automatic
the selector lever. shift from low gear to any other gear
while the selector is in the “L" poai-
tion. If the selector is moved from
STARTING THE ENGINE “D" to “L"” while driving, the trans-
mission will shift to low gear. It is
Place the selector lever in either the not advisable to shift to, or drive in
“N" neutral, or “P" park position “L" at speeds faster than 55 mph.
before turning the ignition key to
the "START" postion. The starting
circuit on wvehicles equipped with If the engine is warm, depress the ’
Comet Drive transmission will not accelerator pedal about 14 stroke
operate in any of the drive positions. and hold it in this position until the
This is a safety feature. engine starts. Do not “pump” the
If the engine is cold, depress the accelerator pedal-you may “flood

accelerator to the floor and release It.l"! engine with too much raw gaso.
it. This actuates the automatic choke, o
Turn the ignition key to the
"START" ition. W i
starts, mlaﬁ ti"ﬁl k:;,rm.tuht t;:fmi: :':;fh r::.l:l n::-:-ﬂ::iq ;}I;uh:;.tti?ﬂ ::]ELJ:.;
1 (1 ¥E g l
springs back to the "ON" position, Stiiran Bty gyt oy
It is advisable, therefore, to keep
.Tﬂ- Go Forward—For normal driving, vour foot on the brake when engag-
move the selector to “D" and depress ing the Comet Drive transmission,
the accelerator pedal to obtain the
driving speed desired, “D" position
provides an automatic low gear start. . Reverse — When the car is fully
As the car speed increases, the trans- " stopped the selector may be moved
mission will automatically upshift 5 “R" reverse gear by pulling the
to high gear above speeds of approxi- selector lever toward the steering
mately 7-11 mph with light pressure wheel and upward.
on the accelerator pedal.

For fast acceleration or extra hill-

climbing power at speeds below 50- .Fﬁrh — The park position should be
55 mph, press the accelerator pedal used after the car has been fully
to the floor and hold it there, This stopped. and belore applying the
causes a forced downshift to first parking brake. The “P" park posi-
gear. To permit the transmission to tion, in effect, locks the Comet Drive
automatically upshift to high gear transmission. Pull the selector lever
again within this speed range just toward the steering wheel and up-
release the accelerator pedal. ward.






“Rocking The Car" — If your car is
atuck in snow, sand. or mud, vou
may be able to "rock™ it free by
moving the shift lever back and forth
between the "L and “R" positions.
Just enough pressure should be ap-
plied to the accelerator pedal to
drive the rear wheels without spin-
ning them. If a minute or two of
“rocking” has not freed the vehicle,
obtain help from a tow truck: exces-
sive “rocking” can overheat and pos-
sibly damage the Comet Drive trans-
mission.

NOTE: To enable vou to move the
selector lever between the "L and
“R" position, keep it pulled toward
the steering wheel.

70O START A LOODED" ENGINE

Press the accelerator pedal to the
floor and hold it there. This action
permits a large volume of air to mix
with the excessive amount of gaso-
line, Hold the ignition key in the
“"START" position until the engine
starts, then release the accelerator
pedal. A few moments of engine idle
speed should clear the “flooded” con-
dition,

If it should be necessary to start
your car by pushing, be certain that
the f(ront bumper height of the
vehicle doing the pushing matches
the rear bumper on vour car to pre-
vent possible damage.

Place the shift lever in “N" neutral
position before the car begins to
move forward. Then, turn the igni-
tion switch to “"ON". When the car
speed reaches 25 mph, move the
selector lever to “L", low and par-
tially depress the accelerator. When
the engine starts and the car begins
moving under its own power, move
the selector to D™, drive.

FOWING THE CAI

If it is necessary to tow your car, it
is important that the tow chains be

fastened to the bumper arms between
the body and the bumper. The chain
should be routed beneath the bump-
er. DO NOT TOW YOUR CAR IN
AN EFFORT TO START IT.

FPlace the selector lever in "N neu-
tral. Be sure the parking brake is
released. Do not tow the car faster
than 30 mph. nor farther than 15
miles with the rear wheels on the
road. If necessary to tow the car a
greater distance, it is recommended
that the rear wheels be raised from
the road.

CAUTION: If the Comet Drive
transmission is theperative, the drive-
shaft must be disconnecied or the
rear wheels raised. When towing
from the rear, a locking device must
be installed on the steering wheel to
keep the front wheels in a "straight-
ahead” position.

& i

As a final point on driving vour new
Comet, we suggest the following
practices to assure maximum per-
formance and car life:

1. Awvoid fast starts or steady speeds
whether fast or slow during the
first 500 miles of driving. Ehﬂﬂ
spurts of speed up to 60 mph
{when traffic regulations permit)
are not harmiul.

2. Maximum driving speed should be
avoided until vou have driven
approximately 2000 miles.

3. The light weight break-in oil and
oil filter must be changed at 1000
miles, The disposable type fuel
filter should also be replaced at
1060 miles. For other maintenance
details refer o the “General Care
and Maintenance” section of this
manual.






CONTROLS, INSTRUMENTS
AND LIGHTING

. ERONT SEAT ADJUSTMENT

A control lever is located near the
front, lower, left edge of the seat. To
move the seat. push this lever to the
left and glide the seat to the position
most suitable for you. The seat will
lock in position when vou release the
control lever.

WINDOW CONTROLS

Windows, except vent windows, are
raised or lowered easily by hand
cranks. In Station Wagon Models,
an optional electrically operated rear
window iz available.

Vent Window Latch—To open the
vent windows, turn the latch upward
and push the window outward. To
close the vent window, pull in on the
latch handle. When the window is
closed, it may be locked by turning
the latch downward.

. Side Window Controls—To open or

close a front or rear side window,

o TURN INDICATOR

The turn indicator lever is located at
the left side of the steering column.
Moving the lever up rignals a right
turn; down, signals a left turn. In
each position the corresponding front
and rear turn signal lights flash on
and off thus warning other drivers
of your intention to turn. When a
turn is completed, the lever auto-
matically returns to its neutral or off
position. However, if you have made
less than a full turn, the lever may
not cancel automatically but may be
moved to the neutral or off position
by hand.

A green light located in the upper
right area of the speedometer face
flashes simultaneously with the ex-
terior lights to inform you that vour
signals are operating properly. If this
green light does not flash, but remains
on it is an indication that either a
front or rear turn signal bulb is
burned-out.

crank the regulator handle toward the MAIN LIGHT SWITCH

front for opening and toward the rear
for closing.

Station Wagon Reor Window —For
detailed instructions regarding oper-
ation of the Station Wagon rear win-
dow, refer to the Station Wagon
section of this Manual.

.FAE‘HJNG BRAKE HANDLE

10

The parking brake handle is located
just beneath the left end of the
instrument panel. To apply the park-
ing brakes, pull the handle outward
while depressing the foot brake pedal.
This provides a more positive applica-
tion of the parking brake. The handle
will automatically lock. To release
the brakes, turn the handle a quarter
turn to the left while pulling slightly
outward, Then push the handle all
the way in.

The headlights, tail lights, parking
lights, license plate light and instru-
meént panel lights are all controlled
by moving the main light switch
knob “in" or “out':

1. All the way in, all lights are off.

2. Half-way out, tail lights, parking
lights, license plate light and in-
strument panel lights are on.

3. All the way out, headlights, tail
lights, license plate light and in-
strument panel lights are on.

Rotation of the switch clockwiae,
while in the half-way or full-out posi-
tion, dims the instrument panel lights.
The instrument lights are brightened
when the switch is turmed counter-
clockwise, The dome light is turned on
when the main light switch is in its
full counterclockwise position regard-
less of the “in"" or “out"” position.
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HEADLIGHT BEAM CONTRO

The headlight beam control switch
is positioned on the floor at the left
of the clutch and brake pedals for easy
foot operation. Depress and release
the awitch to change the beam.
Each outside light (low beam)
operates when the foot switch is
depressed for the “low"" position. All
four headlights function as “brights’
or high beams when the switch is de-
pressed for the “high” position.

A red light, located in the upper left
area of the speedometer face, indi-
cates when the “brights’’ are in use.
WINDSHIELD WIPER
The wiper control knob is located just
to the left of the steering column on
the instrument panel. To start wiper
action, turn the knob to the right. If
the wipers are vacuum operated, a
complete turn through a slight detent
or “stop" provides high speed wiper
action. A partial turn, just to the
detent, provides normal wiper speed
and a wide cleaning arc. When the
wipers are operated at high speed, the
“sweep” or stroke of the blades is
shorter. If the wipers are vacuum-
operated, the engine must be running.
Electrically operated windshield
wipers are an optional accessory which
provide a wide cleaning arc only.,
SPEEDOMETER AND ODOMETER

The speedometer is located at the
top center of the instrument cluster
and s just above the steering col-
umn for quick, accurate reading. The
speedometer face is graduated in 10
mph marks from “0" to “100." The
car mileage indicator (odometer) is
centered directly below the speed-
ometer face,

FUEL GAUGE

CONTROL

o GENERATOR

This light signals whenever the oil
pressure drops below a safe operat-
ing level. This light will glow when
the ignition swilch is turned “ON"
and will go out when the engine
is started. If the light remains on
under any driving condition. shut
off the engine and check the oil
level in the crankease. If the oil
supply is low, replenish it. Start the
engine and check the oil pressure
indicator. If the light remains on
under engine acceleration, the warn-
ing light circuitry and lubricating
system must be thoroughly checked
before running the engine any longer.

P _I :.-I. i -l.l | |

A red light tells you when the gen-
erator is not charging the battery.
The light is located at the right of
the odometer. It lights whenever the
ignition switch is turned “ON," and
the generator is not supplyving cur-
rent. The light may normally flicker
when the engine is idling, but if it
stays on when driving have the elec-
trical svstem checked.

e TEMPERATURE GAUGE

The temperature gauge is located at
the right end of the speedometer
face. The indicator needle rests at
“C" when the ignition is “OFF."
When the engine is running. the
needle stays normally near the ap-
proximate center of the gauge. If
the needle moves over and stays at
“H.” stop the engine immediately
and look for the cause of overheat-
ing. U'se coution whenever removing
the radiator filler cap inasmuck as
the cooling system operates under
pressure. Always turn the cap lo its
parily open stop. Allow the pressure
to escape, then remove the cap.

The fuel gauge, located at the left -

end of the speedometer face. indi-
cates the approximate level of gaso.
line in the tank. The gauge operates
whenever the ignition switch is in
the “ACC" or "ON" position and will
read “F" or full when the tank con-
tains its capacity of 15 gallons.

Ol PRESSURE INDICATOR
The oil pressure indicator light is
located at the left of the odometer.

FOOT PEDALS

Broke ond Accelerator—The hrake
and accelerator pedals are located at
the right of the steering column. The
pedals are close encugh to each other
to permit quick and easy maovement
from one pedal to the other.
Cloteh—The cluich pedal for the
standard shift transmission is located
at the left of the brake pedal.
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SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS

ASH TRAYS

below the cover on the inboard side.
Either arm rest ash tray may be

AND ACCESSORIES

o GLOVE COMPARTMENT

The glove compartment is located
near the right end of the instrument
. To open the compartment

COAT HOOKS
A metal hook is located directly above

COURTESY DOOR LIGHT
SWITCHES

the manually ted switch as
described under “MAIN LIGHT
SWITCH.”
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For vour informative listening pleas-
ure a transistorized radio is available.

You will notice that the radio has
two small encircled triangular marks
on the tuning dial. These marks
indicate 640 and 1240 kilocycles which
are the Conelrad (Office of Civilian
Defense} broadcasting frequencies. In
cases of national emergency your
radio should be tuned to one of the
Conelrad frequencies for information
which might prove wvital to your
safery.

Five push buttons are provided so
that five of vour favorite stations can
be pre-set. Manual station selection
is provided by turning the right
hand knob.

To turn the radio on, turn the inner,

left kmob to the right. This knob aiso
operates the volume control,

The ring knob behind the volume
control is provided for tone control.
Turning this knob clockwise increasea
the “treble” effect; turning the ring

knob counterclockwise increases the o

“basa" effect.

The procedure is as follows to pre-set
up to five stations located in your
area,

. Turn the radio on with the inner,
left hand knob and allow it to
warm-up for 15 minutes.

2, Pull the selector button to be
adjusted straight out until it stops
(about 4 inch); then, tune in the
station vou want with the manual
tuning knob.

3. After the station is clearly tuned in,
push the selector button straight
in, and release, Repeat this pro-
cedure for each remaining selector
button.

it
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The windshield washer is controlled
by a small foot pedal suspended just
above the Loe board near the headlight
beam foot control switch.

Depress the pedal and two jots of

fluid will spray the windshield, If the
wipers are not already in use, they
will start operating automatically
when you press the foot pedal and
will remain in operation until the
pedal ia released.

Approved windshield washer solvent
should be added to the water in the
washer reservoir during cold weather
to reduce the possibility of freezing.

£F 4 7 E T

Seat belts are available as a aafety
accessory. If you have equipped your
Comet with these seat belts, note that
the buckle end of the belt is toward
the center of the seat.

To Fasten—Slide the flat end of the
belt through the opening of the safety
buckle. Pull the flat end of the belt
through the buckle until the belt
holds yvou comfortably in place.

To Unfasten—Lift the top of the belt
buckle, This will permit the belt to
alide free,

The rear view mirror is mounted at
the top center of the windshield. A

ball and socket arrangement permits
a full range of adjustment to suit

yvour needs.

We have described just some of the
accessories. Others which will add to
the distinctive styling of vour new

Comet include:

Full-Dise Wheel Covers
Locking Gas Cap

Rear Seat Speaker

Fashion Trim Antenna

Curb Signals

Fashion Spotlight and Mirror
Coverall Floor Mat

Luggage Carrier

Your Comet Dealer will be happy to
install any of these modestly priced
genuine Comet Accessories,






VENTILATION AND
HEATING

Mhﬂﬂhﬂtﬂﬂﬁuﬁ.ll‘ﬂtﬁl Heater Blower Control
intake doors are

. - used to control the knob to the limit of its travel.

ventilating heating svstem. The Turm Heater Blower Contrel
three knobs are labeled as follows: ‘M.t:uﬁﬁu'ﬂru'lﬂ'
“DEFROSTER,” “TEMPERA- to adjust mir volume as desired

TURE™ and the combination Heater-
Blower Control, “FAN™ _"Pl'{'.[.l.

FOR HTR.”” The combination

!Eu .EMHMt mrltin.p of “OFF,” engine temperature. .ul:h“
HI" and “LO. blower should not be used until the
engine has had time enough to warm-

1. Push in the three instrument panel 1. Be sure the two air ventilation
control knobs, doors are closed and latched.
2. Open the air ventilation doors.
These doors are opened manually 2. Pull the “DEFROST” knob out
by tf'ﬁ’ﬁ" the latch handle on to the limit of its travel.
each door,

3. Pull the Heater Blower Control
knob out to the limit of its travel.

4. Pull the “TEMPERATURE" con-
trol knob out to the limit of its






STATION WAGON

BACK WINDOW A ND TANL A TE oRElm thﬂ mt‘hﬂﬂk h_'f P'l.i.llina' up-

To open the rear window, turn the
key with a wide head in the lock, and
then lower the window by turning the
hand crank., If equipped with an
electrically operated rear window, the
lock is then also a switch for opening
and cloging the window from outside.

To lower the tail gate, reach inside
after the window is down, lift up the
tailgate release lever and push it to
the right. Lower the tailgate care-
fully.

NOTE: If equipped with the optional
electrically operated rear window, a
switch is provided in the left hand
portion of the instrument panel just
above the ignition switch for conven-
ient operation by the driver.

SEAT OPERATION

The rear seat in Station Wagon
Models is designed to fold over and
thus convert the entire rear compart-
ment into a large load carrving area.

To raise or lower the rear seat, open
the door from the curb side and, in
two-door models, push the front seat-
back forward. Pull the lower rear seat
cushion upward and release the sup-
porting rod located underneath the
cushion, Rotate the rod over and be-
low the seat cushion in order for the
rod to act as a support and the seat
cushion back will become a part of
the rear platform.

ward on the release handle located at
the right upper corner of the seat-
back. This will permit the seat-back
to drop down and forward and com-
plete the loading platform.,

To place the rear seat-back in the
up position, pull upward on the seat-
back catch so that the seat can be
held and pushed rearward until it
locks into position.

Raise the seat cushion slightly and
pull the supporting rod upward and
around the cushion into the support
clips located at each end of the seat
cushion. Rotate the seat cushion until
it falls into place in the rear floor well.

ﬂsm.’-:s IIRE

The spare tire is carried under a cover
in the tire well compartment which
is located near the right rear wheel
housing. The cover is secured by
retaining clips. A wing nut and stud
secure the jack base, which retains
the spare tire.

To remove the spare tire from the
tire well:

1. Remove the tire cover by using
a direct pull on the cover at the
finger opening and lift out.

2. Remove the wing nut and stud
from the jack base.

3. Lift the tire toward the center of
the vehicle to remaove.

The jack and lug wrench are spring-
retained in the tire well behind the
spare tire.






GENERAL CARE

- AND MAINTENANCE

SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE

Regularly scheduled maintenance will
help preserve the quality of perform-
ance and riding comfort built into
yvour new Comet. Driving habits,
prevailing climate, and various other
driving conditions all play a part in
planning such a schedule. Thus, our
recommendations, which represent
minimum requirements under average
driving conditions, may have to be
altered to better suit yvour needs,

Under preventive maintenance we
include the normally recurring service
items: seasonal attention to the cool-
ing system, battery care, tire care and
rotation, lubrication, and those
mechanical inspections which are
aimed at stopping trouble before it
staris,

A periodic maintenance chart is pro-
vided as a summary of scheduled
maintenance on page 28. The Chassis
Lubrication Guide and Body Lubri-
cation Guide on page 29 give specific
lubrication points for the first two
items listed in the chart.

. HOOD LATCH RELEASE

To release and open the hood, ift up
on the safety latch pad located under
the front center edge of the hood.
OHnld the hood open far enough to
release the support rod from its
. bracket, then raise the hood while
simultaneously raigsing the support
e rod. Place the free end of the support
rod in the hole provided under the

To lower the hood, lift it up slightly
with one hand while grasping the
support rod with your other hand.
Then, lower the hood and the support
rod. Be sure the support rod is placed
over the safety catch and the free

end 18 secured under the hood
bumper support bracket to your
right. Then. push down on the hood
to engage the latch.

COOLING S5YSTEM

Coolant level should be about an inch
below the bottom of the filler neck.
Use caution whenever removing the
radiator filler cap as the system oper-
ates under pressure. Always turn the
cap to the partly open stop, allow the
pressure to escape, and then remove
the cap.

CAUTION: Do not attempt to check
coolant level if the engine is overheated.
Algo, never atfempt lo add water or
anti-freeze while an overheated condition
exists,

The factory installed high tempera-
ture thermostat (180°F), requires an
ethylene glycol base solution (per-
manent anti-freeze) in cold weather.
If a non-permanent type is used, have
your Dealer install a low temperature
thermostat to prevent overheating,

Solutions with either aleohol or
ethylene glycol base will provide pro-
tection against freezing., Use weither
oné or the other, but do not mix the
two, Alcohol requires more frequent
checking due to evaporation. Before
filling with anti-freeze the system
should be inspected for leaks and all
connections tightenad. All anti-frecze
ia recommended for one winter season
only. Drain and discard each spring.

The cooling system should be flushed
twice a vear. This is most conveniently
done in spring and fall. When draining
or adding anti-freeze, rust inhibitor
should also be added to the coolant
at this time. Your Dealer will perform
thiz service for you at a nominal cost,
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The battery will give vou dependable,
long-life service if: the fluid level is
checked frequently., the top of the
battery is kept clean and dry, the
battery terminals are kept coated
with petroleum jelly to prevent cor-
rosion, and the accessories and lights
are not left on excessively while the
engine is at idle or stopped.

NOTE: The Auid level is correct
when the liquid just reaches the ring
at the bottom of each filler weall.

Fuel Tank Filler—The fuel tank filler
cap is located just above the center
of the rear bumper on all models
except Station Wagons,

The fuel filler cap is located on the
left side of the Station Wagon near
the tail light. To remove the cap,
turn it to the left.

Fuel Filters— A screen filter is located
between the fuel pump sediment
bowl and the fuel pump. In addition,
a disposable fuel filter assembly is
placed in the fuel line between the
fuel pump and carburetor, This filter
should be replaced after each 12,000
miles of driving, or each vear, which-
ever occurs first. The filter screen in
the fuel pump is an integral part of
the pump assembly and requires no
periodic service.

Air Cleaner Filter— The carburetor
air cleaner element should be re-
moved and cleaned each 4,000 miles
and replaced every 24,000 miles.

NOTE: More frequent cleaning and
replacement may be required under
unfavorable driving conditions. Con-
sult your Dealer for the frequency
of filter cleaning or replacement
which is applicable in your area.

Type of Fuel—Efficient performance
will be obtained with most regular
grade gasolines.

Fuel Economy—The following oper-

ating suggestions will contribute to
greater fuel economy:

1. Avoid rapid stops and
rabbit' starts.

2. Avoid fast driving with a cold
Engine.

3. Avoid prolonged periods of idling
the engine,

4. Use moderate and constant high-
way speed when conditions permit.

5. Maintain recommended tire pres-
sure.

“jack-

6. Recommended periodic inspections
by your Dealer will help maintain
your engine’s efficiency.

Changing The 0Qil And Filter—Your
Comet, when delivered to wou, has
the proper grade and viscosity oil in
the engine. After the first 1,000 miles
of operation this oil should be drained,
nil filter replaced and the crankcase
refilled.

After the initial drain, the engine oil
and filter should be changed every
4,000 miles or four months which-
ever occurs first.

NOTE: More frequent changes are
requiréd wunder abnormal driving
conditions, such as consistent high
speeds in a high temperature area,
extremely dusty areas, or frequent
low speeds and engine idling periods,
in low temperature areas,

Consult vour Dealer for the frequency
of oil and filter changes to suit your
driving conditions,

Only those oils which have been
tested and certified by the marketer
as satisflying the engine operating
sequences®* for service MS should
be used.

*Defined by ASTM Committee D-2
for Section G IV of Technical Com-
mittee B and published in the SAE
Handbook, 1960 Edition, describing
minimum requirements for API oil
classification “For Service MS."

Certified oils are described on the
container by such phrases as: meets,
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excels, exceeds, or has proven superi-
or in the test requirements, test
gequences, MS Service tesis, ztand-
ards and service requirements of
automofive manufacturers, auto-
Hlﬂjtt’f'al. Car-makers or coar g facs
turers for M8 Service or Service MS.

il should be chosen in the viscosity
range to accommodate the extremes
of expected temperature. (See the
Temperature—Viscosity Chart.)

Have the oil level checked whenever
vou stop for fuel. The oil level indica-
tor is marked for a safe driving range.
If the oil level is betwesn the “ADD
OIL" and the "FULL™ marks, it is
not necessary to add oll. Whenever the
level i3 at or below the “ADD OIL”
mark, add oil immediately one quart
at a time, and check the Indicator
each time, Do not fill above the
*FULL" mark.

The transmission fluid level should
be checked at 1,000 mile intervals.

1. Make sure that the car is standing
level, and then firmly apply the
parking brake.

Run the engine at normal idle
gpeed, If the transmission fluid is
cold, run the engine at fast idle
speed {about 1200 rpm) until the
fluid reaches its normal operating
temperature. When the fluid 1=
warm, slow the engine down to
normal idle speed. Do not turn off

TEMPERATURE SR
RANGE FEHCOBITY
pmr e SAE 30 or
Above T0*F 10W.30
+32°F to +T0'F SAE 20, 2004
or 10W .30
+32*F to =10°F SAE 10W 5W.20.
or 10W-30
Below —10°F SAE 5W.20

the engine during the fluid level
check,

3. Shift the selector lever through all

positions, and place the lever at
T
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4. Clean all dirt from the transmis-
sion fAuid dipstick cap before
removing the dipstick from the
filler tube.

&5. Pull the dipstick out of the tube,
wipe it clean, and push it all the
way back into the tube.

6. Pull the dipstick out of the tube
again, and check the fluid level.
If necessary, add fluid to the
tranemission through the fller
tube to raise the fluid level to “F”
(full mark) on the dipstick. DO
NOT OVERFILL.

Air pressure should be checked when
tires are cool or cold. Pressure
increases after traveling a few miles.
Cold tire air pressures for all models
are listed on page 31.

Tubeless tires are standard equip-
ment. To obtain maximum life from
the tires, check them frequently for
correct pressure and rotate them at
the recommended 6,000 mile intervals
to equalize wear. Also, have your
Dealer check the front wheels of vour
car for proper alignment every 6,000
miles, or at any time abnormal steer-
ing or tire wear develops,

y—
L i

If a tire begins to lose pressure
rapidly while driving, stop as guickly
as is consistent with safety. Park the
car on a level spot, if possible. Set the
parking brake and place the shift
lever in reverse. (With a Comet
Dirive transmission, place the selector
lever in “P,” park.) As an added pre-
caution, block the wheel diagonally
opposite the one being changed. At
night turn on the left turn signal
lights as a safely measure to warn
passing vehicles.

CAUTION: Do not attempt repairs on
heavily troveled roads or highways;
drive the car off the road to change the
tire.

Procesd aa follows:

1. Remove the spare wheel from the
luggage compartment, or from
the tire well in the rear section of
the floor in Station Wagons, Lean
it carefully against the car near
the wheel being changed.

2. Pry off the wheel cover with the
flat end of the lug wrench.

NOTE: The full-disc wheel cover has
locking indentations in the mounting
edge to prevent it from rotating on
the wheel. With this design, removal
of the wheel cover is best accomplished
by inserting the tapered end of the
jack handle beneath the wheel cover
at the outer edge directly opposite
the valve stem hole. Pry the wheel
cover out by pushing the jack handle
toward the wheel.

3. Loosen the wheel nuts one or two
turns each, but do not remove
them until the car is raised off
the ground.

4. If changing a front wheel, place
the jack directly in front of the
inner headlight so that the load
rest will contact the lower edge
of the bumper, as illustrated.

5. If changing a rear wheel, place
the jack so that the load rest



contacta the lower edge of the
bumper at the bumper support
arms, as illustrated.

6. Raise the small lever under the
the jack handle into itz upper
position. Insert the fat end of the
tire wrench into the jack handle
socket and work the jack handle
up and down to raise the car until
the wheel clears the ground.

7. Remove the wheel nuts and Lft
off the wheel.

8. Immediately put on the spare
wheel and replace the wheel nuts.
Be sure that the beveled edge of
each wheel nut iz firmly seated
againat the wheel.

9. Press downward on the small
lever under the jack handle.
Then, slowly lower the car by
operating the jack handle up and
down, keeping a firm grasp on
the jack handle.

10. Remove the jack.
11. Replace the hub cap or wheel

cover after making sure that all
of the wheel nuts are tight.

Replace the jack, spare tire and
wheel, as illustrated. Thus, the jack

and handle will not interfere with
luggage and will not rattle.

Certain chassis components and some
areas of the body require periodic
lubrication. The illustrations on page
29 provide detailed information as to
mileage intervals and lubrication
points.

Your Dealer is equipped to period-
ically tune-up your engine and thus
help keep “new car” performance at
your command. This service is per-
formed at a reasonable cost.

The specified items in an engine
tune-up include: checking the hat-
tery, battery cables, ignition timing.
belt tension, carburetor adjustments,
transmission linkage adjustment, and
transmission shift points. It also in-
cludes checking the valve clearances
{adjusting if necessary) and clean-
ing and gapping the spark plugs.
Other tune-up items are inspection
of the rotor, and inspection and ad-
justment of the distributor breaker
points. {Worn spark plugs and dis-
tributor points are to be replaced. if
required.) The distributor is to be
lubricated, the fuel pump sediment
bowl removed, cleaned. and replaced,
and the emission reduction system
cleaned and inspected. (Under cer-
tain operating conditions, it may be
necessary to clean the reduction sys.
tem more frequently.)

There are several service items which

should be performed on a seasonal

rather than a mileage basis. These
include:

1. Flushing the radiator each spring
and fall.

2. The addition of rust inhibitor to
the cooling system each spring.

4. The addition of anti-freeze to the
cooling system each fall, if required,
due to expected temperatures.

4. Inspection of all hoses each spring
and fall—replacing hoses that may
be cracked or show any other
possibility of leaking.

5. Position carburetor pump accel-
erator link in proper lever hole
for prevailing climate.

217



28

MILEAGE INTERYAL

SERVICE OPERATIONR
{ALSO SEE “SEASONAL SERVICES™ ON PAGE 27.)
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LUBRICATE CHASSIS. (See Chassis Lubnication Guide on Page 29.)

LUBRICATE BODY. (See Body Lubrication Guide on Page 25)

SERVICE ENGINE, (Includes changing osl in crankcase, replacing
engine oil filter, cleaning oil filler cap screen, cleaning carburelor
air cleaner and air cleaner filter.)

NOTE: 0il change should be performed at 4,000 miles or 4 months
whichever occurs first,

CRISS-CROSS WHEEL AND TIRE ASSEMBLIES. If unusual tire wear
is noted, check whee! balance and front end alignment. Adjust, as
required.

CHECK STEERING GEAR FLUID LEVEL. Use Steering Gear Lubricant,
BEA-19578-A, as required.

CHECK STEERING GEAR PRELOADS, Adjust, if required.

PERFORM ENGINE TUNE-UP. (See description on page 27.)

CLEAN AND REPACK FRONT WHEEL BEARINGS. Use Lubricant
8L-13385.

INSPECT BRAKE LININGS. Replace, if required,

REPLACE FUEL FILTER.

NOTE: Replace filter at 12,000 miles o one year, whichaver occurs
first.

LUBRICATE FRONT U-JOINT YOKE AND TRANSMISSION QUTPUT
SHAFT SPLINES. Lubricate with Molybdenum Base Grease,
BEA-19583-A, '

REPACK FRONT AND REAR U-JOINTS, Disassemble and repack with
Wheel Bearing Grease, 8L-19585,

REPLACE CARBURETOR AIR CLEANER FILTER ELEMENT,
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SPECIFICATIONS
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Overall Length (Inches)
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REFILL CAPACITIES (U.5. MEASURES)
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Cooling
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*Add | quart with heatler,

REFILL CAPACITIES (IMPERIAL MEASURES)

The Canadian Provinces employ an Imperial I&ql.ml measure which is ¢ larger
than similar units of liguid measure used under United States standard. If equiv-
alent liquid capacities are desired, multiply the specified U.S. measure by 5 and
divide by 6. The result will be reasonably accurate.
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